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    We’ve Got Issues, God Has Solutions

Part Three: Conclusion

Lesson Four: “It’s Not Brain Surgery”

We have seen that our struggles are, at their root, a matter of the heart.  Our hearts are always active in any circumstance, whether good or bad, whether caused by us or imposed on us.  And our active hearts are always giving allegiance to either the true and living God, or a God-substitute (idol).  

Yet, what about the situations in which we don’t seem to be active at all?  What does the Bible teach about the increasing number of conditions in which we’re said to be passive and victimized?  In particular, how does the Bible’s teaching apply to behavioral issues that seem to be caused, not by an active heart, but a passive and victimized brain?  This lesson will survey the biblical material relevant to this issue.

I.
The relationship of Science to the Bible


Three options:


A.
The Bible over Science


B.
Science over the Bible


C.
The Bible next to Science

II.
Secular vs. Theistic Anthropology


A.
Secular Anthropology says we are simply material


B.
Theistic Anthropology says we are both material and immaterial



1.
The material component is the physical body.



2.
The immaterial component is the spirit and/or soul.




a.
A trichotomist (three) believes we have a separate spirit and soul.




b.
A dichotomist (two) believes we have a spirit, but not a separate soul.

III.
Sin vs. Sickness


A.
Sin

Any behavior that does not conform to biblical commands or any behavior that transgresses biblical prohibitions is sin and proceeds from the spirit.


B.
Sickness

Any behavior that is more accurately called a weakness proceeds from the body and is sickness or suffering.  Sickness or suffering can be caused by specific sin, but we must be very careful to have ample justification before we make such a link.

IV.
Spirit – Body Applications


A.
The brain cannot make a person sin.


B.
Each person’s abilities – his brain strengths and weaknesses – are unique


C.
Brain problems can expose heart problems


D.
Sinful hearts can lead to illness; upright hearts can lead to health.


















� Much of this material is condensed from the book, Blame It On The Brain? by Ed Welch (P&R Publishing, 1998).
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